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IFFl is unique in its own way - Shankar Mohan

he Steering Committee met the
Tmedia for an interaction

almost towards the end of the
ongoing IFFI 2011. It was headed by
filmmaker Mike Pandey. Other mem-
bers present besides the Festival Direc-
tor Shankar Mohan were Vidhu Vinod
Chopra, A. K. Bir, Shaji Karun and
writer Kishwar Desai.

Vidhu Vinod Chopra shared his
thoughts, “People ask me why 6
months old feature films are included
in the Indian Panorama section. Indian
Panorama section is primarily meant
for the foreign delegates who want to
see these films and do not get a chance
to see them in their own country. I
would also like to emphasize that the
IFFI is gaining more prominence and
more recognition and is inching forward
to reach to the level of other prestigious
global film festivals”

Vinod continued. “Why are peo-
ple, especially the media, always crib-
bing that the Bollywood is not
participating actively in IFFI? I am of
the opinion that first we must raise the
standard of IFFI to such a great level
that they will themselves come on
their own accord. Goa is a perfect
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venue then why do Bollywood guys
want it to be moved to Mumbai?

Once IFFI rises to the level of other
global festivals, everyone from Bol-
lywood will come running to it.”
Shankar Mohan, the Festival Di-
rector shared his version of the festi-
val, “ I think I have succeeded in
translating the vision of the Informa-
tion & Broadcasting Ministry. I will
try my best to increase the scale of the
festival in the coming years. This year
there has been a tremendous partici-
pation of the Indian and the foreign
filmmakers. Answering to a question,
Shankar Mohan said “We are already

taking Indian Panorama all over the
country. [ have already had talks with
Doordarshan Director General Tripu-
rari Sharan to showcase these films
on the national channel like they used
to earlier. An IFFI secretariat has
also been formed in Goa to regulate
the IFFI co-ordination work round the
clock. IFFI is unique in its own way
and the day we try to imitate the other
festivals, our objectives will be di-
luted. As soon as the festival con-
cludes this year, we will go into
introspection and start planning the
festival for the next year.”
-Shaheen Raaj

MIFF may become Annual Festival from 2013, says Bankim

he Mumbai International Film
I Festival for Documentary,
Short and Animation films
(MIFF) will see a return of the Indian
competition, apart from a major in-
crease in the award money to Rs 6.85
million. The jury comprises filmmak-
ers from four foreign countries apart
from India.

12 awards will be given in the in-
ternational section with award money
of Rs 3.5 million, with ten awards in
the Indian section totaling a cash com-
ponent of Rs 2.8 million, apart from
the V Shantaram Lifetime Achieve-
ment award which alone carries Rs
500,000 and a memento. The total
budget of the Festival being organized
by the Films Division is Rs 25 lakhs.

Bankim, Director General of the
Films Division and Director MIFF,
told a press meet here that a total of
137 hours of international program-
ming had been received while Indians
sent a total of 328 hours of program-
ming. Both these would ultimately be

cut down to thirty hours each by the

selection committee. The entries
amounted to a total of 791 entries
from 37 countries including India.

There will be retrospectives of Ra-
bindranath Tagore whose 150th birth
anniversary is being marked this year,
and of Satyajit Ray to mark his birth
centenary. Homages will be paid to
Mani Kaul, M V Krishnaswamy, P B
Pendarkar, Zul Velani, Dilip Roy and
Pratap Sharma.

Bankim said the 12th MIFF to be
held from 3 to 9 February 2012 would
have sections like the Eye Candy An-
imation Films, films from
Afghanistan and the Balkan, the best
of festivals, the finest from film
schools, world war specials, science
and technology- centric films, and the
North East package and restored
films package on India’s first Prime
Minister Jawaharlal Nehru.

Bankim said there is no censorship
in the Festival for Indian or interna-
tional films. Indian films can be en-
tered in both the Indian and
international competitions. Bankim
added that Films Division was aiming
to making this annual festival, with
MIFF travelling to different destina-
tions every alternate year. He also said
the Division was pursuing the govern-
ment for a separate channel for docu-
mentaries and shorts, but the Division
would have to examine if it had the
programming for such a channel.

- B. B. Nagpal
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The closing film
THE LADY
To be screened today in Kala Academy at 6:50 p.m. for ticket
holders only. The repeat screening will be held at all the four
screens of Inox at 10:00 p.m.

The SFC presents exciting fare

fter almost not happening, the SHORT Film Center
made a late start and despite the delay, as many as

218 films came in just 13 days. The fare was excit-
ing, varied and filled with “take home value.”

“Another Planet” directed by Smita Bhide set the ball
rolling and went home with the top prize- The Golden Lamp
Tree Award. One good film followed another. “Crazy Beats
Strong Every Time” by Moon Molson, wove a web of intri-
cate relationships and got itself the Silver Lamp Tree Award.
“Khule Darwaze” by Ashish Pandey became the doorway be-
tween the past and the
present for his protago-
nist; as it led him to the
Special Jury Award. “An-
thony Gonsalves” di-
rected by Ashok Rane
and produced by Mrinal
and Shrikant Joshi, re-
ceived a special Jury
Award from Shankar
Mohan, IFFI Director,
for the best Goan Film.

Rampant spraying of
pesticides was the subject
of two films, Sajan
Sindhu’s animated short
“My Home is Green
(Pachilakkoodu)” by and
K. R. Manoj’s “The Pestering Journey”; the latter picking up
the Vasudha Award for Best Film on environment Issues.

Other films included “The Man of the Match” by Hitesh
Kewalya gave an insight on maturing, Dil ki Basti Main by
Anwar Jamal lived up to the tenets of good film making —
give something new or present a new take on something old.
Prakash Mishra’s “Save Earth” was a high impact animated
short on the environment and perils of pollution.

Adobe’s session on “One Stop Production” was followed
up by free trial software DVDs for 15 lucky delegates and
the full software for the SFC Award winners.

Gulshan Sachdev, Makarand Brahme, Anwar Jamal,
Supriyo Sen and Ashok Rane gave us their take on “Directing
Documentaries”.

Sameer Mody, U. Radhakrishnan, Yogesh Kavikurve,
Vikramjit Roy (NFDC), Manoj Srivastava, (CEO, ESG),
Bankim (Director General, Films Division) and Vincent
Corda (Producer, Distributor) gave three very purposeful
and enlightening sessions “Taking Docs to Audiences”
“Business of Shorts” “Short is Big”.

Omi Vaidya of (3 Idiots fame) and his film “Big in Bolly-
wood” were received with great gusto. Reverential tribute
was reserved the order of the day for film maker Bapu from
Andhra Pradesh and his journey from Seetha Kalyanam to
Ram Rajyam via Hum Paanch, Woh Saat Din etc.

- Ramesh Tekwani

A still from Another Planet

42nd IFFI has many ‘firsts’

professional has been appointed

as the Festival Director of 42nd
IFFI, as per recommendations of
the expert committee. This has
made all the difference with the re-
sult that the 42nd IFFI has proved
to be the best of all the IFFIs held
in Goa since 2004.  Shankar
Mohan, the Festival Director is a
filmmaker, writer, administrator,
film academician and currently
holding charge of the Director of
Satyajit Ray Film and Television
Institute, Kolkata. There are many
things which took place for the first
time in 42nd IFFI.

It is for the first time that the in-
auguration of 42nd was held in
Ravindra Bhavan, Margao as against

It is for the first time that a film

in Kala Academy in the previous
years because of higher sitting ca-
pacity. It is for the first time that 42nd
IFFTI has been organized by IFFI Sec-
retariat under Ministry of [ & B and
not by DFF, as per the recommenda-
tions of Expert Committee.

It is for the first time, the festi-
val has been organized as people’s
friendly festival, keeping people of
Goa in mind. Free public screen-
ings were organized in the open be-
tween 8-10 p.m. Special public
screenings of films under “Soccer
in Cinema” package at Campal
Football ground were organized be-
tween 8-10 p.m.

It is for the first time that the
Life Time Achievement Award has
been revived. The last LTA was

given to Liv Ullman, the world
renowned actress in 34th IFFI. This
year, the LTA award has been con-
ferred upon world renowned
French film maker, screen writer,
and producer Bertrand Tavernier.

It is for the first time that the em-
inent art director Thotta Tharani has
designed the entire creatives of
IFFI. Under the supervision of film-
maker Shaji N Karun, a permanent
IFFI logo film has been made in 2D
as well as 3D.

Present at IFFI this year were
renowned celebrities like Michelle
Yeoh, Freida Pinto, Phillip Noyce,
Michael Winterbottom, sound de-
signer Resool Pookkutty, Heather
Gram, Adoor Gopalakrishnan and
Luke Besson.

It is for the first time that many
new sections had been added in
42nd IFFI, like ‘3D’, Animation
(‘sketches on screen’), ‘Festival
Kaleidoscope’,  ‘Spotlight on
Poland’, Documentaries (foreign
film), Retrospective of Luc Besson
and Phillip Noyce, Country Focus
on USA and ‘Russian Classic’. It
is for the first time that a two day
summit on 3D was also organized
at Kala Academy during IFFL.

It is for the first time that the
quality of ‘Official catalogues on
World cinema IFFI 2011 and In-
dian Cinema IFFI-2011 is excellent
in terms of content, quality of
paper, printing and designing.

It is for the first time that the
Delegate Kit contains T-shirt, a

chocolate box and Handbook-
World Cinema IFFI-2011, in addi-
tion to official catalogues of World
Cinema and Indian Cinema. It is
for the first time that the catalogues
and the kit were distributed to the
delegates well in time unlike ear-
lier.

It is for the first time that the
mid-night screening of a 3D film
was organized at Kala Bhavan on
Ist /2nd Dec.11 mid-night 12.00.

Shankar Mohan, Festival Direc-
tor, all officers and staff of Ministry
of Information & Broadcasting and
IFFI Secretariat deserve all the ac-
colades for the grand success of
42nd IFFI and we hope that the
43rd IFFI will be even better.

- Satindar Mohan







